
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
 

DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS 

 
 

In the Matter of Permit 15735 (Application 22316) 

of United States Bureau of Reclamation 

 

AMENDED ORDER SUPERSEDING AND REPLACING JULY 18, 1994 ORDER  
AMENDING PERMIT 15735 TO CONFORM WITH DECISION 1629 

 

AND INCORPORATING TERMS OF CONCURRENT ORDER ON  

AUGUST 9, 2007 AND JULY 16, 2009 PETITIONS TO CHANGE 
 

 

SOURCE: Rock Slough 

COUNTY: Contra Costa  
 

 
WHEREAS: 

 
1. The Permittee is the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation). 

 
2. On July 18, 1994, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) issued an Order 

Amending Permit 15735 to Conform with Decision 1629 (1994 Order) regarding the Los Vaqueros 
Reservoir Project.  The order identified the conditions in Decision 1629 that were applicable to Permit 
15735.   

 
3. On August 9, 2007, Reclamation filed a petition to add a point of diversion on Victoria Canal. 

 
4. On July 16, 2009, Reclamation filed a petition to add incidental hydroelectric power generation as a 

purpose of use in connection with Contra Costa Water District’s Los Vaqueros Energy Recovery 
Project. 

 
5. The Division of Water Rights evaluated the 2007 and 2009 petitions and determined the conditions 

for approval of the two pending petitions in an Order Approving Changes in Point of Diversion and 
Rediversion and Purpose of Use on 15 water right permits of Reclamation and Permits 20245 and 
20249 of Contra Costa Water District (2010 Order on petitions) that will be issued concurrently with 
this Order.  The 2010 Order on petitions modifies some of the terms in the 1994 Order. 

 
6. This order lists the entire group of conditions that are applicable, based on the 1994 and 2010 

Orders.  This Order supersedes the July 18, 1994 Order.  
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED THAT: 

 
The July 18, 1994 Order on Permit 15735 is superseded by this Order.  
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The following list of acronyms is used within the text of the following Order:   
 

• Department of Fish and Game - DFG 

• National Marine Fisheries Service – NMFS 

• Alternate Intake Project – AIP 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – USFWS 

• Department of Water Resources – DWR 

• U.S. Bureau of Reclamation – Reclamation 

• State Water Resources Control Board – State Water Board 

• Division of Water Rights - Division 

• Contra Costa Water District - CCWD 
 
1. Condition (a) was added to the permit by Decision 1629.  Condition (b) was added to the permit by 

the 2010 Order.  The condition of the permit related to the points of diversion is amended to include 
the following: 
 
(a) A point of diversion on Old River tributary to San Joaquin Delta Channels, within NW ¼ of SE ¼ 

of projected Section 31, T1N, R4E, MDB&M, also described as California Coordinates, NAD 83, 
Zone 3, North 2,147,455 feet and East 6,250,918 feet. 
 

(b) A point of diversion on Victoria Canal tributary to Old River thence San Joaquin Delta Channels, 
within NE ¼ of NW ¼ of Section 9, T1S, R4E, MDB&M. also described as California Coordinates, 
NAD 83, Zone 3, North 2,139,610 feet and East 6,259,970 feet. 
 

2. The condition of the permit related to the purpose of use shall be amended based on the 2010 Order 
to include: 

 
Incidental hydroelectric power generation at:  California Coordinates, NAD 83, Zone 3, North 
2,182,439 feet and East 2,201,417 feet, being within the NW ¼ of NW ¼ of Section 34, T2N, R2E, 
MDB&M. 

(0000003) 
(0000004) 

 
The following conditions were added to the permit by Decision 1629, and are updated by the 2010 Order 
as shown:  
 
3. The combined instantaneous maximum rate of diversion and rediversion to offstream storage in Los 

Vaqueros Reservoir from Old River and Victoria Canal shall not exceed 200 cubic feet per second.  
 

(000005J) 
 

4. The combined rates of diversion from Rock Slough, Old River, and Victoria Canal under Permits 
12725, 12726, and 15735 (Applications 9366, 9367, and 22316) shall not exceed 350 cubic feet per 
second. 
                    (0000114) 
 

The following conditions were added to the permit by Decision 1629: 
 
5. Permittee shall construct, operate and maintain a fish screen and fish screen cleaning system at the 

Rock Slough intake of the Contra Costa Canal, satisfactory to DFG, USFWS, and NMFS.  The fish 
screening facility shall be constructed and made fully operational by no later than October 1, 1998.  
The fish screening facility shall be designed and operated to achieve an average water approach 
velocity no greater than 0.2 feet per second for a 3/32” vertical slotted screen opening, and shall 
effectively screen fish longer than 21 millimeters.  After March 1997, water shall be diverted under  
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this permit only at the Old River intake between January 1 and August 31 unless other points of 
diversion authorized under this permit are approved by DFG and USFWS.   

(0400500) 
(0450300)  
(0450700) 

 
6. Water appropriated under this permit at the Old River and Rock Slough points of diversion and 

rediverted at Kellogg Creek shall be limited to the quantity which can be beneficially used and shall 
not exceed 5,400 acre feet per annum to be collected from October 1 of each year to June 30 of the 
succeeding year.  The maximum rate of diversion to offstream storage shall not exceed 21.16 cubic 
feet per second.  

(0000005) 
(0000005J) 

 
The following conditions were added to the permit by Decision 1629, and are modified by the 2010 Order 
as shown: 
 
7. Permittee shall maintain a daily record of water diversion utilizing both the Old River and Victoria 

Canal points of diversion and submit such record to the Division on an annual basis.   
 

(0090700) 
 

8. No water shall be diverted under this permit until Permittee has installed devices, satisfactory to the 
State Water Board, which are capable of measuring the flow:  (1) directly diverted at Victoria Canal; 
(2) diverted into the Los Vaqueros Reservoir from Old River and Victoria Canal; and (3) releases 
through or flowing out of the outlet facilities of Los Vaqueros Reservoir.  Said measuring devices shall 
be properly maintained.  

(0060062) 
 

9. The total combined quantity of water diverted and/or rediverted from Old River and Victoria Canal 
under Permits 20749, 12721, 11967, 12722, 12723, 12725, 12726, 11315, 11316, 16597, 11968, 
11969, 11971, 11973, 12364, 13776, 16600, and 15735, issued pursuant to Applications 20245, 
5626, 5628, 9363, 9364, 9366, 9367, 13370, 13371, 14858, 15374, 15375, 16767, 17374, 17376, 
18115, 19304 and 22316 shall not exceed 180,675 acre-feet per annum, and shall not exceed in any 
one-year period commencing on March 1, the sum of (i) 177,000 acre-feet and (ii) 4,000 acre-feet to 
replace evaporation losses and (iii) the difference between the quantity of water in storage in Los 
Vaqueros Reservoir at the end of the period and the quantity of water in storage in Los Vaqueros 
Reservoir at the beginning of the period from Old River and Victoria Canal combined.  If the quantity 
of water in storage in Los Vaqueros Reservoir at the end of the period is less than the quantity of 
water in storage in Los Vaqueros Reservoir at the beginning of the period, the change in storage shall 
be subtracted from the 177,000 acre-feet. 
 
Until further order of the State Water Board, the combined maximum annual diversion shall not 
exceed 222,000 acre-feet per annum from Old River, Rock Slough, and Victoria Canal.  Any such 
further order of the State Water Board shall be preceded by notice to all interested parties, by 
opportunity for hearing, and a showing that water can be diverted in excess of 222,000 acre-feet per 
annum, taking into account the needs of public trust uses, senior water right holders, and other 
beneficial uses.  Any petition seeking such a further order of the State Water Board shall be 
accompanied by any environmental documentation required under California law.  This requirement 
for a further order of the State Water Board shall not preclude the Permittee from filing an appropriate 
petition or petitions for temporary changes or application(s) for temporary permits under laws existing 
at the time of the filing of the petition or application. 
 
Provided, however, that if during the 12 months after the date when water is first diverted to storage 
in Los Vaqueros Reservoir there is adequate water available under the water rights listed above, the 
combined maximum diversion during that initial 12 months shall be 252,000 acre-feet from Old River 
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and Rock Slough. 
 
The total quantity of water under the permits on the above water rights distributed within the 
authorized place of use served by CCWD for use by the customers of CCWD, in any-year 
commencing March 1 shall not exceed 177,000 acre-feet.  

(0000114) 
 

10. The combined rates of diversion and/or rediversion from Old River under Permits 20749, 12721, 
11967, 12722, 12723, 12725, 12726, 11315, 11316, 16597, 11968, 11969, 11971, 11973, 12364, 
13776, 16600, and 15735 to Reclamation (issued pursuant to Applications 20245, 5626, 5628, 9363, 
9364, 9366, 9367, 13370, 13371, 14858A, 15374, 15375, 16767, 17374, 17376, 18115, 19304, and 
22316) shall not exceed 250 cubic feet per second.   

(0000114) 
 

The following condition was added to the permit by Decision 1629 and is unchanged: 
 
11. Permittee shall comply with all legally binding requirements of DFG, USFWS, and NMFS imposed on 

the Permittee under the federal Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C.A. Sections 1531 to 1544) and 
the California Endangered Species Act (Fish and Game Code Sections 2050 to 2098) with respect to 
the Los Vaqueros Project.  

(0400500) 
(0600999) 

 
The following condition was added to the permit by Decision 1629, and is updated by the 2010 Order as 
shown: 
 
12. Permittee shall in cooperation with CCWD implement the mitigation monitoring and reporting 

measures for Bay-Delta fishery resources, Bay-Delta water quality, vegetation resources, wildlife 
resources, cultural resources, and to comply with the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 
Section 661 et seq.), which are set forth in the Environmental Commitments and Mitigation Monitoring 
the Reporting Plan for the Los Vaqueros Project Stage 2 Environmental Impact Report/Environmental 
Impact Statement, dated October 27, 1993.  Permittee in cooperation with CCWD shall provide a 
report to the Deputy Director for Water Rights by April 1 of each year detailing the results of the 
previous year’s monitoring, plans for the current year’s monitoring, and the status of implementation 
of each mitigation measure required by this decision.  

(0400500) 
The following condition was added to the permit by Decision 1629 and is unchanged: 
 
13. Permittee shall minimize increased levels of suspended sediments discharged to Old River during 

construction, maintenance and repair of the Old River intake facility and minimize loss of fish and 
riparian wildlife at the Old River intake facility construction site by:  (1) installing floating silt curtains, 
silt fences, stormwater detention facilities, and other appropriate sediment control facilities; 
(2) mapping existing riparian/aquatic fish habitat prior to construction and taking steps to avoid losses 
to existing habitat during facility construction as much as possible; and (3) reestablishing suitable new 
habitat on newly constructed or existing levees to compensate for unavoidable losses.  Further, the 
Permittee shall perform all construction, maintenance and repair operations on the Old River intake 
facility only during the period from September 1 through December 30 of each year, unless USFWS 
and DFG authorized these activities during other periods.  Best management practices shall be used 
to minimize direct and indirect impacts to fish and wildlife.  

(0400500) 
 

The following condition was added to the permit by Decision 1629, and is updated by the 2010 Order as 
shown:  
 
14. (a) Until the Rock Slough diversion is screened, water diversion from Rock Slough will be minimized 

under Permits 12725, 12726, and 15735 on Applications 9366, 9367, and 22316 of Reclamation 
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from December 1 through June 30.  Permittee shall maximize use of its screened intakes, unless 
monitoring at the intakes indicates, and DFG, USFWS and NMFS agree, that the incidental take 
of winter-run Chinook salmon, spring-run Chinook salmon, delta smelt and longfin smelt adults, 
juveniles, or larvae would be less at Rock Slough than another intake, or that these species are 
not present at Rock Slough.  Permittee shall provide to the Division written concurrence, including 
the calendar dates when use is authorized, from DFG, USFWS and NMFS prior to use of any 
unscreened facilities. 
 

(b) During the period from March 15 through May 31 of each year, Permittee shall not divert water 
from the Old River or Victoria Canal points of diversion to offstream storage in Los Vaqueros 
Reservoir except when the reservoir storage level is less than 70,000 acre-feet in a below normal, 
above normal, or wet water-year, or less than 44,000 acre-feet in a dry or critical water-year 
(“emergency storage levels”).  Water-year types will be as defined in the February edition of the 
DWR Bulletin 120 or the Four Basin Index set forth in the permits and licenses of Reclamation.  If 
reservoir storage is below emergency storage levels, Permittee may fill the reservoir only if:  
1) Permittee has provided DFG with notification that reservoir storage is expected to be below 
emergency storage level, and 2) DFG concurs with the proposed diversion and rate of diversion.  
Permittee shall provide the Deputy Director for Water Rights a minimum 15-day notification after 
obtaining DFG concurrence with the proposed dates and rate of diversion in advance of any 
diversion.  Unless within 15 days the Deputy Director for Water Rights objects to the proposed 
modification or proposes an alternative, the Permittee may divert at the identified rate of 
diversion.     
 

(c) Beginning in the February following the first operation of the Victoria Canal diversion, Permittee 
shall not divert water from any of its diversions to storage in Los Vaqueros Reservoir for 15 days 
from February 14 through February 28, provided that reservoir storage is at or above 
90,000 acre-feet on February 1.  If reservoir storage is at or above 80,000 acre-feet on 
February 1 but below 90,000 acre-feet, Permittee shall not divert water to storage in Los Vaqueros 
Reservoir for 10 days from February 19 through February 28.  If reservoir storage is at or above 
70,000 acre-feet on February 1, but below 80,000 acre-feet, Permittee shall not divert water to 
storage in Los Vaqueros Reservoir for five days from February 24 through February 28. 
 

(d) During the period April 1 to April 30, Permittee shall not divert from the Delta for use by CCWD 
unless Los Vaqueros Reservoir is below emergency storage levels as defined above, and will 
instead release up to 12,500 acre-feet of water from storage in Los Vaqueros Reservoir to meet 
demand in the CCWD service area.  In those instances where diversions are necessary due to 
the Reservoir being at or below emergency storage levels, Permittee may divert from the Delta 
only for direct use by CCWD within the CCWD service area, and no water may be diverted to 
storage in Los Vaqueros Reservoir. 
 

(e) The Permittee may submit to DFG, USFWS and NMFS by January 1 of each year, a proposal for 
modifying the dates of conditions (b), (c), and (d) to better protect threatened or endangered 
species.  DFG may approve modification of the dates for the periods when the reservoir filling is 
to be avoided and the periods when no diversion shall occur if DFG determines the proposed 
modification of dates will be more effective in minimizing take of delta smelt and longfin smelt.  If 
no response from DFG is received, Conditions (b), (c), and (d) shall apply.  Condition (c) is a 
condition of DFG only.  In addition, prior to modifying the dates of conditions (b) and (d), the 
concurrence of USFWS and NMFS is required.  Permittee shall by February 15, or immediately if 
after February 15, notify the Deputy Director for Water Rights of the time period modifications for 
that year.  Unless within 15 days the Deputy Director for Water Rights objects to the proposed 
modifications or proposes an alternative, the Permittee shall implement the modifications. 
 

(0560900) 
(0360900) 
(0600500) 
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The following conditions from the 2010 Order shall be added to the permit: 
 

15. The maximum instantaneous combined rate of diversion for all diversions from Mallard Slough, Rock 
Slough, Old River and Victoria Canal under CCWD’s Permit 29749 and License 10514 
(Application 5941), and Reclamation Permits 12721, 11967, 12722, 12723, 12725, 12726, 11315, 
11316, 16597, 11968, 11969, 11971, 11973, 12364, 16600, 15735 and 13776 shall not exceed:  
540 cubic feet per second for the months of June, July, August, September and October; 410 cubic 
feet per second for the months of November, December, January, February and March; and 470 cubic 
feet per second for April and May; the maximum rate of diversion from Victoria Canal shall not exceed 
250 cubic feet per second; and the maximum combined rate of diversion from Old River and Victoria 
Canal shall not exceed 320 cubic feet per second. 

(0000005J) 
 

16. If DFG, USFWS, or NMFS notifies CCWD that a change in the periods described in conditions 14(b) 
or 15 is desirable, then Reclamation will cooperate with CCWD to, no later than January 15 of any 
year, provide the Division with a written request to modify one or more of those conditions.  CCWD 
shall indicate to each agency and the Division whether the change is accepted. 
 

The following conditions were added to the permit by Decision 1629 and are unchanged: 
 
17. Permittee shall construct, operate and maintain a fish screen and fish screen cleaning system at the 

Old River intake facility, satisfactory to the DFG, USFWS, and NMFS.  The fish screen facility shall be 
constructed and made fully operational prior to operation of the Old River intake facility and by not 
later than January 1, 1997.  In addition, the screen facility shall be designed and operated to achieve 
an average water approach velocity no greater than 0.2 feet per second for a 3/32” vertical slotted 
screen opening, and be operated to effectively screen fish greater than 21 millimeters long.   
   

(0400500) 
 

18. To avoid construction impacts to Swainson’s hawks, surveys shall be conducted weekly beginning 
the first week of April through May 15 by a biologist acceptable to DFG to determine if any nesting is 
occurring within ½ mile of the Old River diversion point, and to determine whether there is any 
suitable nesting habitat within ½ mile.  If nesting is occurring within ½ mile, construction may not be 
initiated or continued until August 15 without additional consultation with DFG.  This term shall expire 
upon completion of construction. 

(0400500)  
 

The following condition was added to the permit by Decision 1629 and is updated as shown: 
 

19. No work shall commence and no water shall be diverted, stored or used under this permit until a copy 
of a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement between DFG and CCWD is filed with the Division.  
Compliance with the terms and conditions of the agreement is the responsibility of CCWD.  If a Lake 
and Streambed Alteration Agreement is not necessary for this permitted project, the Permittee shall 
cooperate with CCWD to provide the Division a copy of a waiver signed by DFG.  

(0000063) 
 

The following conditions from the 2010 Order shall be added to the permit: 
 
20. Permittee shall comply with the following: 

 
(a) Diversions at Victoria Canal Intake under Permit 20749 of CCWD and Permits 12721, 11967, 

12722, 12723, 12725, 12726, 11315, 11316, 11968, 11969, 11971, 11973, 12364, 13776, and 
15735 of Reclamation can be made only when no adverse impact in water levels or water quality 
resulting from said diversions is detected at West Side Irrigation District (WSID) diversion points. 
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(b) The State Water Board reserves jurisdiction over the permits providing for diversions from the 
new intake at Victoria Canal for such additional time as necessary to determine if use of said 
point of diversion adversely impacts the water supply or water quality available to WSID.  The 
State Water Board shall, after giving due notice thereof, make any further orders that it finds to be 
necessary concerning proper use of the point of diversion, and impose conditions providing for 
additional measurements or studies as it may deem necessary. 
 

21. Nothing shall alter the relative priority of diversions under Permit 20749 of CCWD and Permits 12721, 
11967, 12722, 12723, 12725, 12726, 11315, 11316, 16597, 11968, 11969, 11971, 11973, 12364, 
16600, 15735 and 13776 of Reclamation from that contained in State Water Board Decision 1629. 
 

All other permit terms and conditions not specifically modified or added by this Order shall remain in 
effect. 
 
 
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

 
 
 
 
Victoria A. Whitney 

Deputy Director for Water Rights 

 
Dated:  
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