News Advisory

Water Boards

Proposed Emergency Regulation in Four Russian River Tributary Watersheds

What: The State Water Resources Control Board has posted a proposed emergency regulation to
provide a minimum amount of water in four Russian River tributaries to protect Central California Coast
coho salmon and steelhead.

Why: The emergency regulation would enhance water conservation efforts in the affected region to
provide the minimum amount of water needed to protect the salmon and steelhead from low oxygen
levels, high water temperatures and stranded pools in the wake of the continuing severe drought
conditions.

Who: The proposed regulations would affect about 13,000 properties in the 113 square miles
encompassed by the watersheds of the four tributaries: Dutch Bill, Green Valley, Mark West and Mill
creeks.

When: The proposed emergency regulation will be considered by the State Water Board on June 17 at
its June 16-17 meeting, and must also receive approval of the state Office of Administrative Law. If
approved, it would become effective on or about June 29.

Letters are being sent to the property owners informing them of the proposed regulation.

More Information: The proposed regulation, the text of the letter to property owners and a fact sheet on
the proposal can be found here.

Contact: Tim Moran, (916) 327-8239 or info@waterboards.ca.gov
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