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SUBJECT:
U.S. army corps of engineers, sacramento district, Hamilton Air Force Base LANDFILL 26, Novato, marin county – Cleanup and Abatement Order for Corrective Action at Landfill 26

CHRONOLOGY:
1995 – Adoption of NPDES Permit Order No. 95-188


1996 – Adoption of WDR Order No. 96-113


February 7, 2001 – 13267 Request

DISCUSSION:
The Tentative Cleanup and Abatement Order requires corrective action tasks to control landfill gas releases and groundwater pollution from Landfill 26 at the closed Hamilton Army Airfield in Novato, Marin County.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  (Corps) is responsible for implementing Waste Discharge Requirements for the closed landfill.  Monitoring over the last year has detected methane gas releases that have impacted a nearby housing development and threaten to impact groundwater.  The build-up of methane gas over the last few years is attributed to collection of gas under the low permeability cap placed on the landfill at the time of closure and presence of groundwater within the landfill that provides the conditions for gas generation.  The Corps is in violation of Waste Discharge Requirements for not maintaining a groundwater control system and for not implementing corrective action for methane gas controls.  


The Corps presently has plans to install a gas collection trench between the landfill and the nearby housing development and anticipates initiating construction of the trench before the end of the year.  The interim measure will significantly reduce the potential impacts of methane gas migration from the landfill to the housing development.  The dates for implementation of corrective action in the Tentative Order are for comprehensive control of methane gas and groundwater corrective measure within the landfill and are several years from now.  These dates were developed in response to current events and budgetary restrictions placed on the Corps.  Staff has reviewed the time frames with representatives of Congresswoman Woolsey’s office, Shea Homes, and the Department of Toxic Substances Control and all concur with the schedule of tasks contained in the Tentative Order.  Staff believes the time schedules for the implementation of the corrective actions are sufficiently protective provided that the Corps implements the construction and operation of the interim gas collection trench.



Staff has received comments from the Corps, provided in Appendix B, and has discussed the Tentative Order with other interested parties.  The appropriate comments have been incorporated into the Tentative Cleanup and Abatement Order and are described in staff’s response to comments provided in Appendix C.  The Corps concurs with the Tentative Order. 

RECOMMENDATION:
Adoption of the Tentative Order
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